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known, but with marked sympathy for the last named group. The stu- 
dent of the period will appreciate the nameless author's sketches of 
Barry, Eowan, Desha, Wickliffe, Hardin, Crittenden, and other minor 
worthies, for though he affects rather than achieves an elegant literary 
style, he is giving us the results of personal observation and evidently 
desires to be truthful. His impression of the university of Kentucky 
(Transylvania) and of other "literary and benevolent institutions" of 
the state, including the deaf and dumb asylum, are exceedingly favor- 
able. He admires Dr. Holley, then serving as president of the univer- 
sity, and gives a pleasing description of his personality, method of lec- 
turing, and religious views. Dr. Holley 's associates did not impress him 
so favorably, especially those teaching law, but he derived both pleasure 
and profit from the lectures in medicine and allied subjects. Socially he 
found much to praise in the people of Kentucky ; he was impressed with 
their physical well-being, but repelled by their religious differences. The 
description of a visit to Shakertown occupies a whole letter. The smaller 
towns, the highways, and the major portion of the farms, tilled by slave 
labor, have little attraction for him. The reprint is well worth while, 
and is presented in attractive form. One typographical error on page 
13 slightly mars the careful editing. 

I. J. C. 

Records of the original proceedings of the Ohio company. Edited with 
introduction and notes by Archer Butler Hulbert, professor of his- 
tory. Marietta college. [Marietta college historical collections, vol- 
ume I, Ohio company series, volume i] (Marietta, Ohio: Marietta 
historical conunission, 1917. 132 p. $2.50) 
The Marietta college historical commission has rendered a signal ser- 
vice to historical scholarship in America by commencing the publication 
of the original papers of the Ohio company of associates. While the 
migration of the Marietta pilgrims is almost as well known as the settle- 
ment of the English colonists on the Atlantic seaboard, the appearance 
of the official records of the corporation that formed the first colony in 
the northwest territory has been long retarded. Probably the delay has 
been fortunate, since we now have these papers in so attractive a form, 
and edited with such careful thoroughness. The editor's introduction 
occupies over one-half of the present volume, and is an unusually suc- 
cessful essay in historical criticism. During the century and a quarter 
that has elapsed since the corporation was formed, the usual web of his- 
torical myths has been spun about its activities. Th^e Mr. Hulbert, 
with the aid of the original papers and a thorough sifting of other avail- 
able material, has succeeded in brushing away, and in so doing he has 



Vol. IV, No. 3 Hulbert: Proceedings of Ohio Company 391 

vindicated tlie reputation of the founders from, unmerited aspersions. 
He has freed the memory of Cutler and Putnam from the odium due to 
their seeming connivance in the highly speculative and irregular methods 
of the Scioto eompany. He has also satisfactorily proved the legitimate 
purpose of the Ohio company to settle and develop their property, and 
not to use it, as the company of Scioto adventurers tried to do with their 
portion, as a mere collateral for other speculative enterprises. If Mr. 
Hulhert in his zeal to prove his case has broken a knight's lance upon 
the shield of the traducers of the Marietta founders, his ardor may be 
excused in so just a cause. 

One virtue of the editor's discussion is the emphasis he places upon 
other than purely economic factors in the founding of the Ohio com- 
pany. He shows that social forces were at work in the minds of its pro- 
moters, that their common interest in masonry and in the Order of the 
Cincinnati helped to bring them together in a common enterprise. As 
for political motives, the desire to offset the separatist and radical ten- 
dencies of the settlements south of the Ohio was no doubt uppermost in 
the minds of the company's founders. But frontier influences were not 
without their effect even upon the conservative New England minds. 
Granting the pressure of JMaryland as the prime cause in securing the 
western land cessions to the central authority, may not the frontier policy 
of organizing compact forms of government have had its weight in the 
demand for a place among the sisterhood of states that resulted in the 
famous ordinance of 1787? 

Upon the whole the founders proved themselves more democratic than 
might have been expected of federalist army officers. The rules for the 
proceedings of the company and for the governance of the new colony 
were liberal as well as wise. The practical bent of the Yankee mind is 
evidenced in the resolutions for the welfare of the colony ; each situation 
was dealt with as it arose without doctrinaire limitations upon the col- 
onist's freedom. Modem touches are to be noted in the order that the 
company's books should always be open for inspection, in the desire for 
beauty implied in the planting of many shade trees, and in the re- 
sponsibility of the employer for the care of a workman disabled by an 
accident. 

As all the world knows the immediate success of the Marietta settle- 
ment was diminished by the hostilities of the northwestern Indians, who 
were far from being pacified at the Anglo-American treaty of peace. 
When Marietta was begun it was confidently hoped that the treaty of 
Fort Mcintosh would end the raids of the red men. This anticipation 
soon proved delusive, aJtid only after six years' of disaster and struggle 
was a decisive victory obtained and a peace exacted. These unexpected 
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years of defensive and protective activities placed a heavy strain on the 
company's finances. Nevertheless on the whole the settlement was se- 
cured, and no serious monetary loss was sustained by the associates 
when the company's affairs were finally brought to a conclusion. The 
colonists on their part hewed homes from the mldemess which the com- 
pany's liberal provisions for education and religious worship rendered 
superior to those of any other community in the western world. 

In the notes appended to the records the editor furnishes much useful 
biographical information, but in so abbreviated a form that they appear 
like the captions of an index or the sketches of an army register. In a 
volume where the personnel plays so important a part in evoking in- 
terest, it would seem that somewhat more space and grace might have 
been given to the lives of the founders. Upon the whole, however, the 
volume is a distinct achievement, and the promise of more to follow will 
be hailed with satisfaction by all students of western history. 

LotnsE Phelps Kellogg 

Spanish exploration in the southwest, 1542-1706. Edited by Herbert 
Eugene Bolton, Ph.D., professor of American history, university of 
California. [Original narratives of early American history, repro- 
duced under the auspices of the American historical association: 
general editor, J. Franklin Jameson, Ph.D., LL.D., Litt.D.] (New 
York: Charles Scribner's sons, 1916. 487 p. $3.00 net) 

Early yiarratives of the northwest, 1634-1699. Edited by Louise Phelps 
Kellogg, Ph. D., research department, state historical society of 
Wisconsin. [Original narratives of early American history, repro- 
duced under the auspices of the American historical association, 
edited by J. Franklin Jameson.] (New York: Charles Scribner's 
sons, 1917. 382 p. $3.00 net) 
The story of the Original Narratives has in these volumes finally left 
the Atlantic seaboard and penetrated the interior of the continent, a 
boldness of enterprise shown only by one other volume of this excellent- 
ly edited series. In Mr. Bolton's volume a more startling and unex- 
pected innovation is noticeable ; instead of confining himself to material 
in English already printed, one-third of his volume is composed of doc- 
uments never before printed in English translation, and miraiile dictu 
another third contains documents never before printed in any language. 
Considering the very large mass of unprinted material which might have 
illuminated the narratives of other volumes, the present reviewer re- 
grets that a more inclusive policy in the makeup of this series was not 
adopted at the date of its conception. As the series now stands, it of- 
fers illuminating material for the college freshman who is being in- 



